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Abstract
Event causality identification (ECI) aims to identify the
causal relationship between events, which plays a crucial role
in deep text understanding. Due to the diversity of real-world
causality events and difficulty in obtaining sufficient training
data, existing ECI approaches have poor generalizability and
struggle to identify the relation between seldom seen events.
In this paper, we propose to utilize both external knowledge
and internal analogy to improve ECI. On the one hand, we
utilize a commonsense knowledge graph called ConceptNet
to enrich the description of an event sample and reveal the
commonalities or associations between different events. On
the other hand, we retrieve similar events as analogy exam-
ples and glean useful experiences from such analogous neigh-
bors to better identify the relationship between a new event
pair. By better understanding different events through exter-
nal knowledge and making an analogy with similar events, we
can alleviate the data sparsity issue and improve model gener-
alizability. Extensive evaluations on two benchmark datasets
show that our model outperforms other baseline methods by
around 18% on the F1-value on average.

Introduction
Event causality identification (ECI) is an important task in
natural language processing (NLP) which aims to identity
the causal relationships between events in text pieces, i.e.,
predict whether one event causes another one to happen. The
term “event” is used as a cover term to refer to any situa-
tions that can happen, occur, or hold, which is a synonym to
“eventuality” introduced by (Bach 1986) for covering both
dynamic and static situations. With a better understanding
of event causality, ECI can help with various NLP applica-
tions, such as question answering (Oh et al. 2016), machine
reading comprehension (Berant et al. 2014), and logical rea-
soning (Ding et al. 2019; Hashimoto 2019).

Figure 1 shows an example to illustrate the task of ECI.
Given two sentences “An earthquake ... killing 10 peo-
ple, officials said.” and “The U.S. ... a magnitude-6.1 tem-
blor.”, an ECI system needs to identify the causal rela-
tionships between mentioned events in the texts, such as
“killing” and “temblor”. Specifically, while most existing re-
searches focus on sentence-level ECI which only predicts
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Sentence 1: An earthquake measuring at least magnitude-5.9 shook 
a sparsely populated area of southern Iran on Sunday, flattening 
seven villages and killing 10 people, officials said.

Sentence 2: Tehran's seismologic center said the quake measured 
magnitude-5.9, but the U.S. Geological Survey in Golden, Colo., said it 
was a magnitude-6.1 temblor.

Intra-sentence causality: 
Inter-sentence causality:  Event Causality Identification

Figure 1: An example of ECI. Each double arrow line in-
dicates that there is a causal relationship between the two
noted events.

the intra-sentence causality between two events mentioned
in the same sentence, here we aim to identify both sentence-
level and document-level ECI (DECI) to predict both intra-
sentence and inter-sentence event causality. It is also worth
noting that although causal relationships are directed, we
omit the causal directions following the same settings as
prior research works (Zuo et al. 2021a; Cao et al. 2021).

Identifying event causality is challenging due to several
reasons. First, existing datasets for ECI are relatively small
and imbalanced. For example, the largest widely used pub-
lic ECI dataset is the EventStoryLine Corpus (Caselli and
Vossen 2017), which contains 258 documents consisting of
4,316 sentences, and only 1,770 out of 7,805 event pairs are
annotated as causal relations. This situation poses challenges
to existing data-hungry deep learning-based approaches for
ECI tasks (Zuo et al. 2020; Cao et al. 2021; Liu, Chen, and
Zhao 2020), which mainly utilize language models to model
sentence context and treat the ECI task as a binary classifi-
cation problem. Therefore, how to efficiently utilize limited
data is one essential problem to be solved for ECI. Second,
event mentions in texts are usually short and lack explicit
definitions or descriptions, making it difficult to learn a good
representation for an event. Third, as there are diverse and
enormous amount of events in real-world, how to improve
the generalizability of ECI models on unseen events is a crit-
ical problem.

We propose to exploit both external knowledge and in-
ternal analogy for improving the representation and gener-
alization abilities of ECI models. On the one hand, by in-
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troducing knowledge or commonsense about an event from
external knowledge bases, we can enrich the description of
the event mention in the text and reveal the correlations be-
tween different events. For example, in Fig. 1, “temblor”
is an uncommon word which comes from a Spanish word
meaning a trembling. We can hardly realize there is causal
relation between “tremblor” and “killing”. But with the help
of knowing “temblor” is a synonym of “earthquake”, we can
identify the causality more easily. On the other hand, manip-
ulating concepts and making analogies between them is con-
sidered as a core aspect of human intelligence (Hofstadter
1995). For example, the analogy between DNA and zip-
per or source code allows us to better understand the paired
structure of nucleotides and the ability of DNA to encode in-
formation. Similarly, to better modeling and representing an
unseen event, we can recap similar seen events in our mem-
ory and make analogies between them to better understand
new events or event pairs and predict the causal relations.

Technically, we propose a two-stage Knowledge-Analogy
Dual Enriched Representation (KADE) framework for ECI.
In the first stage, we augment the event representations
by retrieving relevant knowledge from ConceptNet (Speer,
Chin, and Havasi 2017), a freely-available semantic net-
work that include massive knowledge and common sense.
By appending the relevant knowledge with the original texts
and encode with BERT (Devlin et al. 2018), we can obtain
knowledge-enriched representations of events. Such repre-
sentations of the events are stored in a memory module dur-
ing training for later usage. In the second stage, given an
event, we compare its representation with other events in the
memory to retrieve similar examples and making analogies
between them. We also evaluate various ways to fuse the in-
formation of the analogy examples into the target event.

We conduct extensive experiments on the EventStoryLine
dataset (Caselli and Vossen 2017) and the Causal-TimeBank
dataset (Mirza and Tonelli 2014) to evaluate the performance
of KADE and compare with baseline methods. The ex-
perimental results show that our method outperforms other
SOTA baselines by at least 18% in terms of F1-value on both
datasets. It is worth noting that our KADE framework is gen-
eral and can be easily adapted to other NLP tasks. The code
is open sourced to facilitate future research, which can be
found here: https://github.com/hihihihiwsf/KADE.

Related Work
A wide range of approaches has been proposed for ECI.
Early feature-based methods utilize different human-crafted
features and resources to improve the performance, such as
causality markers (Riaz and Girju 2014; Hidey and McK-
eown 2016), statistical co-occurrence of events (Beamer
and Girju 2009; Hu, Rahimtoroghi, and Walker 2017), lexi-
cal patterns (Hashimoto 2019), or syntactic patterns (Mirza
2014). Such approaches rely on the domain knowledge of
human. Deep learning-based approaches for ECI (Kadowaki
et al. 2019; Zuo et al. 2020) leverage pretrained language
models (e.g., BERT (Devlin et al. 2018)) and common-
sense knowledge sources (e.g., ConceptNet (Speer, Chin,
and Havasi 2017)) to improve the performance. To deal with

implicit causal relations, Cao et al. (2021) conducts a de-
scriptive graph induction module combining external knowl-
edge and achieves promising results.

There are also research works aim to solve the data insuf-
ficiency problem. Zuo et al. (2021b) utilizes dual learning to
generate task-related sentences for ECI. While data augmen-
tation can alleviate data insufficiency to some extent, it still
faces the data bias issue, which may cause the augmented
data distribution be different from the original one. Besides,
data augmentation-based ECI approaches usually enlarge
the model size and make model less efficient. Document-
level ECI (DECI) (Gao, Choubey, and Huang 2019; Phu
and Nguyen 2021) further poses the new challenge of cross-
sentence event causality identification. RichGCN (Phu and
Nguyen 2021) constructs an interaction graph with hetero-
geneous edges from 6 information types, such as discourse-
based and syntax-based edges. However, the structured rep-
resentation is time-consuming to construct and contains re-
dundant information which is useless for ECI tasks. The
case-based model (Das et al. 2021) uses a neural retriever
to retrieve other similar queries from a case memory, which
can hardly solve ECI tasks. Overall, existing deep learning-
based models cannot solve the data insufficiency problem
of DECI efficiently. In this paper, we better utilize available
datasets by analogy without generating noisy data.

K-nearest-neighbor (kNN) lookup is a widely-used tech-
nique for variety of machine learning tasks, especially com-
bined with retrieval methods. Fan et al. (2021) retrieves re-
lated documents from external knowledge base to improve
the performance for dialogue generation. Wu et al. (2022)
integrates kNN module into Transformers to handle long
context inputs. Memory-efficient Transformers (Gupta et al.
2021) replace dense attention with kNN lookup to increase
speed and reduce memory usage. In our work, we retrieve
analogy event examples with kNN to learn a better event
representation for DECI.

Methodology
In this section, we formulate the task of ECI (including both
sentence-level ECI and document-level DECI), and describe
our proposed Knowledge-Analogy Dual Enriched Represen-
tation (KADE) framework for solving it.

Task definition. We formulate ECI as a binary classifi-
cation problem following previous work (Phu and Nguyen
2021). Given two input sentences S1 = {w1, w2, ..., ws1},
S2 = {ws1+1, ws1+2, ..., ws1+s2} of length s1 and s2 re-
spectively, the goal of DECI is to predict whether there ex-
ists a causal relationship between e1 and e2, where e1 and
e2 represent two event mentions in the two sentences. For
example, in Fig. 2, the two sentences contain e1 jolts and e2
shook, respectively.

KADE framework. As shown in Fig. 2, the framework
of our proposed model mainly contains two stages: i) knowl-
edge augmentation for incorporating commonsense knowl-
edge into input sentences to better understand events; ii)
analogy fusion for retrieve similar event examples from a
memory of seen events and making analogies between them
to better model unseen events. We will illustrate the two
parts in detail in the following.
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S1: Strong earthquake jolts 
southern Iran.
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S2: An earthquake shook a sparsely 
populated area of southern Iran.
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Concatenate and
Input into encoder

Retrieve similar
events as analogies

<latexit sha1_base64="sIYNFt+SqmHPOSFHJpYpL5FfWQI=">AAAB6nicdVBNS0JBFL3Pvsy+rJZthiRoJfNETHdCm5ZGaYI+ZN541cF5H8zMC+ThT2jTooi2/aJ2/ZvmqUFFHbhwOOde7r3Hj6XQhtIPJ7e2vrG5ld8u7Ozu7R8UD486OkoUxzaPZKS6PtMoRYhtI4zEbqyQBb7EO396mfl396i0iMJbM4vRC9g4FCPBmbHSDQ7cQbFEy9SiViMZcevUtaTRqFcqDeIuLEpLsEJrUHzvDyOeBBgaLpnWPZfGxkuZMoJLnBf6icaY8SkbY8/SkAWovXRx6pycWWVIRpGyFRqyUL9PpCzQehb4tjNgZqJ/e5n4l9dLzKjupSKME4MhXy4aJZKYiGR/k6FQyI2cWcK4EvZWwidMMW5sOgUbwten5H/SqZTdWrl6XS01q6s48nACp3AOLlxAE66gBW3gMIYHeIJnRzqPzovzumzNOauZY/gB5+0TRLuNxQ==</latexit>e1
<latexit sha1_base64="sIYNFt+SqmHPOSFHJpYpL5FfWQI=">AAAB6nicdVBNS0JBFL3Pvsy+rJZthiRoJfNETHdCm5ZGaYI+ZN541cF5H8zMC+ThT2jTooi2/aJ2/ZvmqUFFHbhwOOde7r3Hj6XQhtIPJ7e2vrG5ld8u7Ozu7R8UD486OkoUxzaPZKS6PtMoRYhtI4zEbqyQBb7EO396mfl396i0iMJbM4vRC9g4FCPBmbHSDQ7cQbFEy9SiViMZcevUtaTRqFcqDeIuLEpLsEJrUHzvDyOeBBgaLpnWPZfGxkuZMoJLnBf6icaY8SkbY8/SkAWovXRx6pycWWVIRpGyFRqyUL9PpCzQehb4tjNgZqJ/e5n4l9dLzKjupSKME4MhXy4aJZKYiGR/k6FQyI2cWcK4EvZWwidMMW5sOgUbwten5H/SqZTdWrl6XS01q6s48nACp3AOLlxAE66gBW3gMIYHeIJnRzqPzovzumzNOauZY/gB5+0TRLuNxQ==</latexit>e1: 

<latexit sha1_base64="W1JS7s1eg1ZIRwk81lKhW3qxqzo=">AAAB6nicdVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU8kupba3ghePFW0ttEvJptk2NJtdkqxQlv4ELx4U8eov8ua/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZFySCa4Pxh1NYW9/Y3Cpul3Z29/YPyodHXR2nirIOjUWsegHRTHDJOoYbwXqJYiQKBLsLppe5f3fPlOaxvDWzhPkRGUseckqMlW7Y0BuWK7iKLep1lBO3gV1Lms2G5zWRu7AwrsAK7WH5fTCKaRoxaaggWvddnBg/I8pwKti8NEg1SwidkjHrWypJxLSfLU6dozOrjFAYK1vSoIX6fSIjkdazKLCdETET/dvLxb+8fmrChp9xmaSGSbpcFKYCmRjlf6MRV4waMbOEUMXtrYhOiCLU2HRKNoSvT9H/pOtV3Xq1dl2rtGqrOIpwAqdwDi5cQAuuoA0doDCGB3iCZ0c4j86L87psLTirmWP4AeftE0Y/jcY=</latexit>e2
<latexit sha1_base64="W1JS7s1eg1ZIRwk81lKhW3qxqzo=">AAAB6nicdVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU8kupba3ghePFW0ttEvJptk2NJtdkqxQlv4ELx4U8eov8ua/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZFySCa4Pxh1NYW9/Y3Cpul3Z29/YPyodHXR2nirIOjUWsegHRTHDJOoYbwXqJYiQKBLsLppe5f3fPlOaxvDWzhPkRGUseckqMlW7Y0BuWK7iKLep1lBO3gV1Lms2G5zWRu7AwrsAK7WH5fTCKaRoxaaggWvddnBg/I8pwKti8NEg1SwidkjHrWypJxLSfLU6dozOrjFAYK1vSoIX6fSIjkdazKLCdETET/dvLxb+8fmrChp9xmaSGSbpcFKYCmRjlf6MRV4waMbOEUMXtrYhOiCLU2HRKNoSvT9H/pOtV3Xq1dl2rtGqrOIpwAqdwDi5cQAuuoA0doDCGB3iCZ0c4j86L87psLTirmWP4AeftE0Y/jcY=</latexit>e2: 

Output

OutputConnect neighbour
analogies and fuse

Knowledge base

Memory
<latexit sha1_base64="sIYNFt+SqmHPOSFHJpYpL5FfWQI=">AAAB6nicdVBNS0JBFL3Pvsy+rJZthiRoJfNETHdCm5ZGaYI+ZN541cF5H8zMC+ThT2jTooi2/aJ2/ZvmqUFFHbhwOOde7r3Hj6XQhtIPJ7e2vrG5ld8u7Ozu7R8UD486OkoUxzaPZKS6PtMoRYhtI4zEbqyQBb7EO396mfl396i0iMJbM4vRC9g4FCPBmbHSDQ7cQbFEy9SiViMZcevUtaTRqFcqDeIuLEpLsEJrUHzvDyOeBBgaLpnWPZfGxkuZMoJLnBf6icaY8SkbY8/SkAWovXRx6pycWWVIRpGyFRqyUL9PpCzQehb4tjNgZqJ/e5n4l9dLzKjupSKME4MhXy4aJZKYiGR/k6FQyI2cWcK4EvZWwidMMW5sOgUbwten5H/SqZTdWrl6XS01q6s48nACp3AOLlxAE66gBW3gMIYHeIJnRzqPzovzumzNOauZY/gB5+0TRLuNxQ==</latexit>e1
<latexit sha1_base64="sIYNFt+SqmHPOSFHJpYpL5FfWQI=">AAAB6nicdVBNS0JBFL3Pvsy+rJZthiRoJfNETHdCm5ZGaYI+ZN541cF5H8zMC+ThT2jTooi2/aJ2/ZvmqUFFHbhwOOde7r3Hj6XQhtIPJ7e2vrG5ld8u7Ozu7R8UD486OkoUxzaPZKS6PtMoRYhtI4zEbqyQBb7EO396mfl396i0iMJbM4vRC9g4FCPBmbHSDQ7cQbFEy9SiViMZcevUtaTRqFcqDeIuLEpLsEJrUHzvDyOeBBgaLpnWPZfGxkuZMoJLnBf6icaY8SkbY8/SkAWovXRx6pycWWVIRpGyFRqyUL9PpCzQehb4tjNgZqJ/e5n4l9dLzKjupSKME4MhXy4aJZKYiGR/k6FQyI2cWcK4EvZWwidMMW5sOgUbwten5H/SqZTdWrl6XS01q6s48nACp3AOLlxAE66gBW3gMIYHeIJnRzqPzovzumzNOauZY/gB5+0TRLuNxQ==</latexit>e1

<latexit sha1_base64="W1JS7s1eg1ZIRwk81lKhW3qxqzo=">AAAB6nicdVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU8kupba3ghePFW0ttEvJptk2NJtdkqxQlv4ELx4U8eov8ua/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZFySCa4Pxh1NYW9/Y3Cpul3Z29/YPyodHXR2nirIOjUWsegHRTHDJOoYbwXqJYiQKBLsLppe5f3fPlOaxvDWzhPkRGUseckqMlW7Y0BuWK7iKLep1lBO3gV1Lms2G5zWRu7AwrsAK7WH5fTCKaRoxaaggWvddnBg/I8pwKti8NEg1SwidkjHrWypJxLSfLU6dozOrjFAYK1vSoIX6fSIjkdazKLCdETET/dvLxb+8fmrChp9xmaSGSbpcFKYCmRjlf6MRV4waMbOEUMXtrYhOiCLU2HRKNoSvT9H/pOtV3Xq1dl2rtGqrOIpwAqdwDi5cQAuuoA0doDCGB3iCZ0c4j86L87psLTirmWP4AeftE0Y/jcY=</latexit>e2
<latexit sha1_base64="W1JS7s1eg1ZIRwk81lKhW3qxqzo=">AAAB6nicdVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU8kupba3ghePFW0ttEvJptk2NJtdkqxQlv4ELx4U8eov8ua/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZFySCa4Pxh1NYW9/Y3Cpul3Z29/YPyodHXR2nirIOjUWsegHRTHDJOoYbwXqJYiQKBLsLppe5f3fPlOaxvDWzhPkRGUseckqMlW7Y0BuWK7iKLep1lBO3gV1Lms2G5zWRu7AwrsAK7WH5fTCKaRoxaaggWvddnBg/I8pwKti8NEg1SwidkjHrWypJxLSfLU6dozOrjFAYK1vSoIX6fSIjkdazKLCdETET/dvLxb+8fmrChp9xmaSGSbpcFKYCmRjlf6MRV4waMbOEUMXtrYhOiCLU2HRKNoSvT9H/pOtV3Xq1dl2rtGqrOIpwAqdwDi5cQAuuoA0doDCGB3iCZ0c4j86L87psLTirmWP4AeftE0Y/jcY=</latexit>e2

Predict
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=

shook is related to shake

=

shock is a synonym of jolt Predict

<latexit sha1_base64="sIYNFt+SqmHPOSFHJpYpL5FfWQI=">AAAB6nicdVBNS0JBFL3Pvsy+rJZthiRoJfNETHdCm5ZGaYI+ZN541cF5H8zMC+ThT2jTooi2/aJ2/ZvmqUFFHbhwOOde7r3Hj6XQhtIPJ7e2vrG5ld8u7Ozu7R8UD486OkoUxzaPZKS6PtMoRYhtI4zEbqyQBb7EO396mfl396i0iMJbM4vRC9g4FCPBmbHSDQ7cQbFEy9SiViMZcevUtaTRqFcqDeIuLEpLsEJrUHzvDyOeBBgaLpnWPZfGxkuZMoJLnBf6icaY8SkbY8/SkAWovXRx6pycWWVIRpGyFRqyUL9PpCzQehb4tjNgZqJ/e5n4l9dLzKjupSKME4MhXy4aJZKYiGR/k6FQyI2cWcK4EvZWwidMMW5sOgUbwten5H/SqZTdWrl6XS01q6s48nACp3AOLlxAE66gBW3gMIYHeIJnRzqPzovzumzNOauZY/gB5+0TRLuNxQ==</latexit>e1

<latexit sha1_base64="W1JS7s1eg1ZIRwk81lKhW3qxqzo=">AAAB6nicdVBNSwMxEJ2tX7V+VT16CRbBU8kupba3ghePFW0ttEvJptk2NJtdkqxQlv4ELx4U8eov8ua/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZFySCa4Pxh1NYW9/Y3Cpul3Z29/YPyodHXR2nirIOjUWsegHRTHDJOoYbwXqJYiQKBLsLppe5f3fPlOaxvDWzhPkRGUseckqMlW7Y0BuWK7iKLep1lBO3gV1Lms2G5zWRu7AwrsAK7WH5fTCKaRoxaaggWvddnBg/I8pwKti8NEg1SwidkjHrWypJxLSfLU6dozOrjFAYK1vSoIX6fSIjkdazKLCdETET/dvLxb+8fmrChp9xmaSGSbpcFKYCmRjlf6MRV4waMbOEUMXtrYhOiCLU2HRKNoSvT9H/pOtV3Xq1dl2rtGqrOIpwAqdwDi5cQAuuoA0doDCGB3iCZ0c4j86L87psLTirmWP4AeftE0Y/jcY=</latexit>e2

<latexit sha1_base64="XmDiAdDLdFUoNiFjPdWEC2N7FI8=">AAAB8nicdVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewuISa3gBePEcwDNiHMTnqTIbMPZnqFsOQzvHhQxKtf482/cTaJoKIFDUVVN91dfiKFRtv+sAobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikq+NUcejwWMaq7zMNUkTQQYES+okCFvoSev7sOvd796C0iKM7nCcwDNkkEoHgDI3kDVDIMWQwchejcsWu2gb1Os2J07AdQ5rNhus2qbO0bLtC1miPyu+DcczTECLkkmntOXaCw4wpFFzCojRINSSMz9gEPEMjFoIeZsuTF/TCKGMaxMpUhHSpfp/IWKj1PPRNZ8hwqn97ufiX56UYNIaZiJIUIeKrRUEqKcY0/5+OhQKOcm4I40qYWymfMsU4mpRKJoSvT+n/pOtWnXq1dlurtGrrOIrkjJyTS+KQK9IiN6RNOoSTmDyQJ/JsofVovVivq9aCtZ45JT9gvX0CqcSRfA==</latexit>

ẽ2

<latexit sha1_base64="04tIoqQcGdbkuQ9/wEFAQRBMk/A=">AAAB8nicdVDLSgNBEJyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKeyGEJNbwIvHCOYByRJmZ3uTIbMPZnqFsOQzvHhQxKtf482/cTaJoKIFDUVVN91dXiKFRtv+sAobm1vbO8Xd0t7+weFR+fikp+NUcejyWMZq4DENUkTQRYESBokCFnoS+t7sOvf796C0iKM7nCfghmwSiUBwhkYajlBIHzIYO4txuWJXbYNGg+bEadqOIa1Ws1ZrUWdp2XaFrNEZl99HfszTECLkkmk9dOwE3YwpFFzCojRKNSSMz9gEhoZGLATtZsuTF/TCKD4NYmUqQrpUv09kLNR6HnqmM2Q41b+9XPzLG6YYNN1MREmKEPHVoiCVFGOa/099oYCjnBvCuBLmVsqnTDGOJqWSCeHrU/o/6dWqTqNav61X2vV1HEVyRs7JJXHIFWmTG9IhXcJJTB7IE3m20Hq0XqzXVWvBWs+ckh+w3j4BqD+Rew==</latexit>

ẽ1

<latexit sha1_base64="tKbmrky7xlm/C81QPLpD0FRHDvA=">AAAB8HicdVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWAQXUpJSarsruHFZwT6kHUsmzbShSWZIMkIZ+hVuXCji1s9x59+YaSuo6IELh3Pu5d57glhwYxH68FZW19Y3NnNb+e2d3b39wsFh20SJpqxFIxHpbkAME1yxluVWsG6sGZGBYJ1gcpn5nXumDY/UjZ3GzJdkpHjIKbFOumWDFJ/j2R0ZFIqohByqVZgRXEPYkXq9Vi7XIZ5bCBXBEs1B4b0/jGgimbJUEGN6GMXWT4m2nAo2y/cTw2JCJ2TEeo4qIpnx0/nBM3jqlCEMI+1KWThXv0+kRBozlYHrlMSOzW8vE//yeokNa37KVZxYpuhiUZgIaCOYfQ+HXDNqxdQRQjV3t0I6JppQ6zLKuxC+PoX/k3a5hKulynWl2Kgs48iBY3ACzgAGF6ABrkATtAAFEjyAJ/Dsae/Re/FeF60r3nLmCPyA9/YJU9+QFQ==</latexit>

ea1,1
<latexit sha1_base64="+ldbMifg2/DBA9DlnyKBKjfVGOU=">AAAB8HicdVBNSwMxEM36WetX1aOXYBE8SNktpba3ghePFeyHtGvJprNtaJJdkqxQlv4KLx4U8erP8ea/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZF8ScaeO6H87K6tr6xmZuK7+9s7u3Xzg4bOsoURRaNOKR6gZEA2cSWoYZDt1YAREBh04wucz8zj0ozSJ5Y6Yx+IKMJAsZJcZKtzBIvfPy7I4MCkW35FpUqzgjXs31LKnXa+VyHXtzy3WLaInmoPDeH0Y0ESAN5UTrnufGxk+JMoxymOX7iYaY0AkZQc9SSQRoP50fPMOnVhniMFK2pMFz9ftESoTWUxHYTkHMWP/2MvEvr5eYsOanTMaJAUkXi8KEYxPh7Hs8ZAqo4VNLCFXM3orpmChCjc0ob0P4+hT/T9rlklctVa4rxUZlGUcOHaMTdIY8dIEa6Ao1UQtRJNADekLPjnIenRfnddG64ixnjtAPOG+fVWaQFg==</latexit>

ea1,2
<latexit sha1_base64="4ZIYmV9t8tPmlEL4P3emSmhdAA4=">AAAB8HicdVBNSwMxEM3Wr1q/qh69BIvgQcpuLbW9Fbx4rGA/pF1LNp22oUl2SbJCWforvHhQxKs/x5v/xmxbQUUfDDzem2FmXhBxpo3rfjiZldW19Y3sZm5re2d3L79/0NJhrCg0achD1QmIBs4kNA0zHDqRAiICDu1gcpn67XtQmoXyxkwj8AUZSTZklBgr3UI/8c7OZ3ekny+4RdeiUsEp8aquZ0mtVi2VatibW65bQEs0+vn33iCksQBpKCdadz03Mn5ClGGUwyzXizVEhE7ICLqWSiJA+8n84Bk+scoAD0NlSxo8V79PJERoPRWB7RTEjPVvLxX/8rqxGVb9hMkoNiDpYtEw5tiEOP0eD5gCavjUEkIVs7diOiaKUGMzytkQvj7F/5NWqehViuXrcqFeXsaRRUfoGJ0iD12gOrpCDdREFAn0gJ7Qs6OcR+fFeV20ZpzlzCH6AeftE1btkBc=</latexit>

ea1,3

<latexit sha1_base64="pqKG0w5rB+vP3oVWzfQxPBwcqzo=">AAAB8HicdVBNSwMxEM36WetX1aOXYBE8SNktpba3ghePFeyHtGvJprNtaJJdkqxQlv4KLx4U8erP8ea/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZF8ScaeO6H87K6tr6xmZuK7+9s7u3Xzg4bOsoURRaNOKR6gZEA2cSWoYZDt1YAREBh04wucz8zj0ozSJ5Y6Yx+IKMJAsZJcZKtzBIy+fe7I4MCkW35FpUqzgjXs31LKnXa+VyHXtzy3WLaInmoPDeH0Y0ESAN5UTrnufGxk+JMoxymOX7iYaY0AkZQc9SSQRoP50fPMOnVhniMFK2pMFz9ftESoTWUxHYTkHMWP/2MvEvr5eYsOanTMaJAUkXi8KEYxPh7Hs8ZAqo4VNLCFXM3orpmChCjc0ob0P4+hT/T9rlklctVa4rxUZlGUcOHaMTdIY8dIEa6Ao1UQtRJNADekLPjnIenRfnddG64ixnjtAPOG+fVWiQFg==</latexit>

ea2,1
<latexit sha1_base64="EzXVx3HvbiVcqkvdaiGdJkGmRE4=">AAAB8HicdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wSK4kJIZS213BTcuK9iHtGPJpJk2NMkMSUYoQ7/CjQtF3Po57vwbM20FFT1w4XDOvdx7TxBzpg1CH05uZXVtfSO/Wdja3tndK+4ftHWUKEJbJOKR6gZYU84kbRlmOO3GimIRcNoJJpeZ37mnSrNI3phpTH2BR5KFjGBjpVs6SL2z89kdHhRLqIwsqlWYEbeGXEvq9Zrn1aE7txAqgSWag+J7fxiRRFBpCMda91wUGz/FyjDC6azQTzSNMZngEe1ZKrGg2k/nB8/giVWGMIyULWngXP0+kWKh9VQEtlNgM9a/vUz8y+slJqz5KZNxYqgki0VhwqGJYPY9HDJFieFTSzBRzN4KyRgrTIzNqGBD+PoU/k/aXtmtlivXlVKjsowjD47AMTgFLrgADXAFmqAFCBDgATyBZ0c5j86L87pozTnLmUPwA87bJ1h2kBg=</latexit>

ea2,3
<latexit sha1_base64="pygWqVKdb048O1DCPo0ZAaJiqb0=">AAAB8HicdVBNSwMxEM36WetX1aOXYBE8SNldSm1vBS8eK9gPadeSTadtaJJdkqxQlv4KLx4U8erP8ea/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZF8acaeO6H87K6tr6xmZuK7+9s7u3Xzg4bOkoURSaNOKR6oREA2cSmoYZDp1YAREhh3Y4ucz89j0ozSJ5Y6YxBIKMJBsySoyVbqGf+uf+7I70C0W35FpUKjgjXtX1LKnVqr5fw97cct0iWqLRL7z3BhFNBEhDOdG667mxCVKiDKMcZvleoiEmdEJG0LVUEgE6SOcHz/CpVQZ4GClb0uC5+n0iJULrqQhtpyBmrH97mfiX103MsBqkTMaJAUkXi4YJxybC2fd4wBRQw6eWEKqYvRXTMVGEGptR3obw9Sn+n7T8klcpla/LxXp5GUcOHaMTdIY8dIHq6Ao1UBNRJNADekLPjnIenRfnddG64ixnjtAPOG+fVu+QFw==</latexit>

ea2,2

<latexit sha1_base64="tKbmrky7xlm/C81QPLpD0FRHDvA=">AAAB8HicdVDLSgMxFM34rPVVdekmWAQXUpJSarsruHFZwT6kHUsmzbShSWZIMkIZ+hVuXCji1s9x59+YaSuo6IELh3Pu5d57glhwYxH68FZW19Y3NnNb+e2d3b39wsFh20SJpqxFIxHpbkAME1yxluVWsG6sGZGBYJ1gcpn5nXumDY/UjZ3GzJdkpHjIKbFOumWDFJ/j2R0ZFIqohByqVZgRXEPYkXq9Vi7XIZ5bCBXBEs1B4b0/jGgimbJUEGN6GMXWT4m2nAo2y/cTw2JCJ2TEeo4qIpnx0/nBM3jqlCEMI+1KWThXv0+kRBozlYHrlMSOzW8vE//yeokNa37KVZxYpuhiUZgIaCOYfQ+HXDNqxdQRQjV3t0I6JppQ6zLKuxC+PoX/k3a5hKulynWl2Kgs48iBY3ACzgAGF6ABrkATtAAFEjyAJ/Dsae/Re/FeF60r3nLmCPyA9/YJU9+QFQ==</latexit>

ea1,1
<latexit sha1_base64="+ldbMifg2/DBA9DlnyKBKjfVGOU=">AAAB8HicdVBNSwMxEM36WetX1aOXYBE8SNktpba3ghePFeyHtGvJprNtaJJdkqxQlv4KLx4U8erP8ea/MdtWUNEHA4/3ZpiZF8ScaeO6H87K6tr6xmZuK7+9s7u3Xzg4bOsoURRaNOKR6gZEA2cSWoYZDt1YAREBh04wucz8zj0ozSJ5Y6Yx+IKMJAsZJcZKtzBIvfPy7I4MCkW35FpUqzgjXs31LKnXa+VyHXtzy3WLaInmoPDeH0Y0ESAN5UTrnufGxk+JMoxymOX7iYaY0AkZQc9SSQRoP50fPMOnVhniMFK2pMFz9ftESoTWUxHYTkHMWP/2MvEvr5eYsOanTMaJAUkXi8KEYxPh7Hs8ZAqo4VNLCFXM3orpmChCjc0ob0P4+hT/T9rlklctVa4rxUZlGUcOHaMTdIY8dIEa6Ao1UQtRJNADekLPjnIenRfnddG64ixnjtAPOG+fVWaQFg==</latexit>

ea1,2
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Figure 2: Illustration of the KADE framework for event causality identification. It consists of knowledge augmentation stage
(upper part) and analogy fusion stage (lower part).

Knowledge-Enriched Event Representation
Human can identify event causalities not only by reading
the input sentences but also by leveraging commonsense
knowledge, which is important for ECI (Liu, Chen, and Zhao
2020). In our work, we exploit the relevant knowledge of
events from ConceptNet (Speer, Chin, and Havasi 2017),
which contains plentiful commonsense knowledge of vari-
ous concepts. Specifically, to we only pay attention to 19
useful semantic relations for ECI which is the same as (Liu,
Chen, and Zhao 2020).

To give an example, in Fig. 2, the input sentence S1

“Strong earthquake jolts southern Iran.” contains an event e1
“jolts”. We first extract the structural knowledge of e1 from
ConceptNet, then we construct a structured sequence to lin-
earize the extracted knowledge, like k1 “Shock is a synonym
of jolt”. After obtaining the linearized concept sentences k1
and k2 from ConceptNet for the event pair e1 and e2, we
concatenate them to form knowledge-enriched input repre-
sentation:

Sk
1 = S1

⊕
k1, S

k
2 = S2

⊕
k2, S

k
1,2 = Sk

1

⊕
Sk
2 ,

(1)
where Sk

1 and Sk
2 denote knowledge-enriched sentences of

S1 and S2, respectively. Sk
1,2 is the concatenation of them.

After obtaining knowledge-enriched input sentences Sk
1,2,

we encode the input by BERT (Devlin et al. 2018) to learn a
knowledge-aware representation for each event. For the con-
venience of notation, we still denote the knowledge-aware
representation of events from BERT as e1 and e2.

Our KADE framework consists of two-stage training pro-
cedures. In the first training stage, we directly concatenate
a classifier module on top of the BERT encoder to classify
whether there is a causal relationship between e1 and e2. We
train the model by the following cross-entropy loss:

LCE = − 1

N

∑

i

[yi · log(pi) + (1− yi) · log(1− pi)], (2)

where N is the number of event pairs, pi is the prediction
output. yi is the ground-truth of i-th event pair, where yi = 0

means there are no causality between e1 and e2, and vice
versa.

After obtaining the knowledge-aware event representa-
tions from the first-stage training, we save the event rep-
resentations in a memory module M = {e1, e2, ..., e|M|},
which will play a key role in the second-stage training. Note
that we only save the events from the training dataset.

Analogy-Enhanced Event Refinement
Although the knowledge-aware representations can better
characterize the input events, they are still insufficient to
model rare events and make full utilization of the limited
training data. Therefore, in the second-stage, we further
refine the event representations by retrieving similar seen
events from the memory M and making analogies between
a target event and the retrieved analogy examples.

Specifically, after we learned the representation of in-
put event pairs (e1, e2) from the encoder, we look up the
top-n similar representations from memory M. We de-
note the retrieved analogy examples as (ea1,1, ..., e

a
1,n) and

(ea2,1, ..., e
a
2,n), where ea1,i means the i-th analogy example

of e1. Similarly for ea2,i. In our implementation, we utilize
kNN to retrieve the similar events from memory and we set
the number of neighbours as n = 3.

Next, we fuse the information of analogy examples into
the knowledge-aware event representations to futher refine
it. This can be done in various ways, and we consider two
strategies in this work.

The first strategy is mean fusion. We can make an average
of the n representations of the retrieved analogy examples
and fuse it as follows:

ẽ1 = α · e1 + (1− α) ·Mean(ea1,1, ..., e
a
1,n),

ẽ2 = α · e2 + (1− α) ·Mean(ea2,1, ..., e
a
2,n),

(3)

where α is a hyper-parameter.
The second strategy is graph fusion. Considering n sim-

ilar events have similar semantics, we can construct a lo-
cal graph between the retrieved events and the target event.
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Algorithm 1: Two-stage Training of KADE

Input: Two sentences S1 and S2, event pairs (e1, e2),
ground truth label y, ConeptNet knowledge graph KG.
A memory M. A pre-trained encoder E , classifier C,
graph encoder G, and the number of neighbors n to be
retrieved.

1: Stage 1: Training the encoder and classifier with knowl-
edge.

2: Enrich sentences S1, S2 to Sk
1 , Sk

2 by commonsense
knowledge from KG as Equation (1).

3: for each event pair (Sk
1 , S

k
2 , e1, e2) in batch do

• Optimize the encoder E and the classifier C with
loss as Equation (2).

• Save representation embeddings of the two events
e1 and e2 to the memory M.

4: end for
5: Stage 2: Fine-tuning the classifier with kNN-GCN anal-

ogy
6: for each event pair (Sk

1 , S
k
2 , e1, e2) in batch do

• Encoder E outputs representation embeddings for
two events e1 and e2. Then retrieve the nearest
n embeddings of e1 and e2 from memory M as
ea1,1, ..., e

a
1,n and ea2,1, ..., ea2,n

• Compute the refined event representations ẽ1 and
ẽ2 as Equation (7) with G.

• Use classifier C to predict the causality probability
p̃i between ẽ1 and ẽ2.

• Update graph encoder G and classifier C with loss
as equation (8).

7: end for

The target event and the n nearest neighbour events are the
nodes, and the similarities between the retrieved events and
the target event are the edge weights. Therefore, the graphs
are represented as:

V 1 = {e1, ea1,1, ..., ea1,n}, E1 = {(e1, ea1,1), ..., (e1, ea1,n)},
V 2 = {e2, ea2,1, ..., ea2,n}, E2 = {(e2, ea2,1), ..., (e2, ea2,n)},
G1 = (V 1,E1), G2 = (V 2,E2),

(4)
where V 1 and V 2 are the event nodes. E1 and E2 are
weighted edges from the target event to the retrieved similar
events whose weights are computed as the cosine similarity
between the event embeddings. Formally, the weight of edge
between the target node ei and the corresponding retrieved
event node ej is defined as:

Aij =

{
fCosine(ei, ej), ej is the retrieved events,
0, otherwise.

(5)

The cosine similarity is computed as:

fCosine(x, y) =
xT y

||x|| · ||y||
, (6)

where ||x|| =
√∑

i x
2
i and ||y|| =

√∑
i y

2
i are the length

of the vectors of x and y.
Given the constructed event graphs, we can learn how to

propagate the neighbour information to the target node with

a Graph Convolutional Network (GCN) (Kipf and Welling
2016). The refined representation of each input event after
two layers GCN can be calculated as:

ẽ1 =Ã1ReLU(Ã1XW0)W1,

ẽ2 =Ã2ReLU(Ã2XW0)W1,
(7)

where Ã = D− 1
2AD− 1

2 is the normalized symmet-
ric adjacency matrix, D is the degree matrix of A with
Dii =

∑
j Aij , W0 and W1 are the weight matrices, and

ReLU(x) = max(0, x) is the activation function.

Two-stage Training of KADE
We briefly describe the training process of KADE in Alg. 1,
including the first-stage knowledge-enrich training and the
second-stage analogy-fusion training. As shown in Alg. 1,
we firstly optimize the BERT encoder and the knowledge-
enrich stage classifier by Equation (2). Then, in the analogy-
fusion stage, we train the GCN for analogy fusion and fine-
tune the classifier C with adjusted representation event em-
beddings as Equation (7). Our optimization function is sim-
ply the cross-entropy loss on both training stages. Thus, the
second stage training loss is:

LCE = − 1

N

∑

i

[yi · log(p̃i) + (1− yi) · log(1− p̃i)] (8)

In our experiments, we separately train the first stages and
second stages for 40 epochs.

Experiments
Datasets and Evaluation Metrics
Following prior works (Zuo et al. 2021b; Liu, Chen, and
Zhao 2020), we evaluate our methods on two benchmark
datasets for ECI, i.e., EventStoryLine v0.9 (Caselli and
Vossen 2017) and Causal-TimeBank (Mirza and Tonelli
2014).

EventStoryLine v0.9 comes from (Caselli and Vossen
2017), which involves 258 documents, 22 topics, 4,316
sentences, 5,334 event mentions, 7,805 intra-sentence and
46,521 inter-sentence event mention pairs (1,779 and 3,855
are annotated with a causal relation, respectively). Follow-
ing (Liu, Chen, and Zhao 2020), we use the documents of
the last two topics as the development set while the doc-
uments of the remaining 20 topics are employed for a 5-
fold cross-validation evaluation, using the same data split of
(Liu, Chen, and Zhao 2020).

Causal-TimeBank (Mirza and Tonelli 2014) contains 184
documents, 6,813 events, and 318 of 7,608 event mention
pairs annotated with causal relation. As the number of inter-
sentence event mention pairs with the causal relation is very
small (i.e., only 18 pairs), we only evaluate the ECI perfor-
mance for intra-sentence events in Causal-TimeBank. Fol-
lowing (Liu, Chen, and Zhao 2020), we perform 10-fold
cross-validation evaluation for Causal-TimeBank.

For evaluation, we consider Precision (P), Recall (R), and
F1-score (F1) as evaluation metrics, same to previous meth-
ods to ensure comparability.
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Model Intra-sentence Inter-sentence Intra+Inter
P R F1 P R F1 P R F1

OP (Caselli and Vossen 2017) 22.5 98.6 36.6 8.4 99.5 15.6 10.5 99.2 19.0
LR+ (Gao, Choubey, and Huang 2019) 37.0 45.2 40.7 25.2 48.1 33.1 27.9 47.2 35.1
LIP (Gao, Choubey, and Huang 2019) 38.8 52.4 44.6 35.1 48.2 40.6 36.2 49.5 41.9
KMMG (Liu, Chen, and Zhao 2020) 41.9 62.5 50.1 - - - - - -
KnowDis (Zuo et al. 2020) 39.7 66.5 49.7 - - - - - -
RichGCN (Phu and Nguyen 2021) 49.2 63.0 55.2 39.2 45.7 42.2 42.6 51.3 46.6
LearnDA (Zuo et al. 2021b) 42.2 69.8 52.6 - - - - - -
BERT (Our implement) 47.3 55.8 51.2 22.3 29.2 25.3 27.3 35.3 30.8

BERTkg 44.7 57.4 50.3 39.2 63.2 40.8 47.3 55.3 43.8
KADEmANA 58.5 78.6 67.1 37.1 67.7 47.9 42.3 72.3 53.5
KADEfull 61.5 73.2 66.8 51.2 74.2 60.5 51.9 70.6 59.8

Table 1: Compare different methods on EventStoryLine. The best results are in bold and the second-best results are underlined.
Overall, our proposed KADE outperforms other SOTA models on Precision, Recall and F1.

Model P R F1

KMMG 36.6 55.6 44.1
knowDis 42.3 60.5 49.8
LearnDA 41.9 68.0 51.9
CauseRL 43.6 68.1 53.2
RichGCN 39.7 56.5 46.7
BERT 45.2 50.1 47.5

BERTkg 21.6 44.7 27.4
KADEmANA 60.7 69.2 64.8
KADEfull 56.8 70.6 66.7

Table 2: Compare different methods on CausalTimeBank.

Parameter Settings
We implement our method based on PyTorch (Paszke et al.
2019). We use uncased BERT-base (Devlin et al. 2018) as
the encoder like previous works (Zuo et al. 2021b; Liu,
Chen, and Zhao 2020), with 12 layers, embedding dimen-
sions of 768, and 12 heads. We employ feed forward net-
work for the classifier. For analogy enhancement, we use
k = 3 most similar entities for all our experiments and show
the impact of k. For the optimizer, we use BertAdam (Zhang
et al. 2020) and train the model for 40 epochs during the
first-stage training, with 1 × 10−6 as learning rate and
1 × 10−4 as weight decay. For the second stage of training,
we only fine-tune the classifier for 40 epochs. The batch size
is set to 16 for both training stages. We also adopt a negative
sampling rate of 0.6 for the first step training, owing to the
sparseness of positive examples of ECI datasets.

Compared Baselines
We choose both state-of-the-art deep learning-based models
and feature-based models for comparison: 1) OP (Caselli
and Vossen 2017): a dummy model assigns a causal rela-
tion to every pair of event mentions; 2) LR+ and LIP (Gao,
Choubey, and Huang 2019): the current SOTA for inter-
sentence ECI with a document structure-based model; 3)
KMMG (Liu, Chen, and Zhao 2020): a mention masked

generalization method using external knowledge databases;
4) KnowDis (Zuo et al. 2020): a model utilizing both
original sentence and event mention masking sentence; 5)
LSIN (Cao et al. 2021), the current SOTA for intra-sentence
ECI with a descriptive graph base model. 6) LearnDA (Zuo
et al. 2021b): a model used knowledge bases to augment
training data; 7) CauSeRL (Zuo et al. 2021a): a model
which can extract causal patterns from external causal state-
ments; 8) RichGCN (Phu and Nguyen 2021): a GCN based
model to use document-level interaction graph, which is the
current SOTA for inter-sentence ECI.

We also develop several BERT-based methods to eval-
uate the effectiveness of knowledge enhancement and
kNN-GNN analogy (i.e., analogy with kNN retrieval and
GNN-based graph fusion): 1) BERT(our implement): a
baseline method that takes the embedding vectors from
BERT and performs classification for ECI; 2) BERTkg:
a BERT-based model with knowledge-aware inputs; 3)
KADEmANA: mean fusion analogy with knowledge-aware
inputs; 4) KADEfull: GNN-based graph fusion analogy
with knowledge-aware inputs. The KADEfull is our full
model shown in Fig. 2.

Main Results
Since we only evaluate intra-sentence ECI on the
CausalTimeBank, the baselines used for EventStoryLine
and Causal-TimeBank are different. The experimental re-
sults for EventStoryLine and CausalTimeBank are summa-
rized in Table 1 and Tabel 2, respectively. We make the fol-
lowing observations.

First, our models outperform baselines by a large mar-
gin. From the results, we can see that our proposed
KADEmANA and KADEfull significantly outperform all
baseline methods and achieve the best performance in
terms of the three metrics on both intra-sentence and inter-
sentence ECI. Our KADEmANA outperforms other deep
learning-based baselines by 18.9%, 12.6%, 21.6% for pre-
cision, recall and F1 on intra-sentence ECI on EventSto-
ryLine, and 27.5%, 1.6%, 21.8% compared with CauseRL
on CausalTimeBank, which justifies the effectiveness of
our proposed method.KADEfull outperforms SOTA by
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Model P R F1

BERT 47.3 55.8 51.2
BERTkg 44.7 57.4 50.2
BERTmANA 58.9 74.0 65.6
BERTgANA 60.6 69.5 64.8
KADEmANA 58.5 78.6 67.1
KADEfull 61.4 73.2 66.8

Table 3: Ablation results on intra-sentence EventStoryLine
dataset. The best results are in bold and the second-best re-
sults are underlined. BERT denote the input of BERT model
is enhanced by external knowledge as descriped in Section
Knowledge enhancement.

Model P R F1

BERT 44.1 39.4 41.6
BERTkg 21.6 44.7 27.4
BERTmANA 42.8 53.5 57.8
BERTgANA 50.6 53.4 56.5
KADEmANA 60.7 69.2 64.7
KADEfull 56.8 70.5 66.7

Table 4: Ablation results on Causal-TimeBank dataset.

21.8%, 26.5%, 28% compared with RichGCN for precision,
recall and F1 on intra+inter-sentence ECI on EventStory-
Line, and 25.7%, 3.6%, 25.3% compared with CauseRL on
CausalTimeBank. Especially, our proposed KADEmANA

and KADEfull show remarkable ability to solve inter-
sentence ECI, which is a large challenge for previous ECI
methods.

Second, knowledge is helpful for ECI. Our implemented
BERT achieves comparable performance with previous
work. Compare BERTkg with BERT, we can see the
knowledge enrichment method can improve the perfor-
mance of ECI. That is because commonsense knowledge
is essential for understanding event causality. We also note
that BERTkg performs worse than RichGCN and LearnDA
on some cases, especially on CausalTimeBank dataset. That
may because the enriched commonsense knowledge can
also introduce noise, which may disturb the attention of
the BERT model. When equipped with analogy module, the
model has stronger ability to distinguish the important in-
formation for event pairs. KADEmANA improves a lot over
BERTkg, which shows that the similar events retrieved by
kNN analogy can largely help the model learning a better
representation of event mentions.

Third, graph fusion performs better than mean fu-
sion. Compared to KADEmANA, KADEfull improves F1
by 3.24%, 11.7% for intra- and inter-sentence ECI on
EventStoryLine dataset, respectively, as well as improves F1
by 2.93% on CausalTimeBank. This shows that GCN can
better capture effective information between the target event
and the retrieved analogy event examples. The learnable pa-
rameters of GCN also enables more flexibility than mean
fusion-based analogy.
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Figure 3: Impact of the number of similar entities K in anal-
ogy on Causal-TimeBank.
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Figure 4: Impact of the number of similar entities K in anal-
ogy on EventStoryLine.

Ablation Study of KADE Components
To analyze the effect of different designs in KADE, in
Table 3 and Table 4, we compare the following meth-
ods: 1) BERT, basic BERT model implemented by our-
selves; 2) BERTkg , BERT with knowledge-enriched inputs;
3) BERTmANA, mean analogy model without knowledge-
enriched inputs; 4) BERTgANA, GCN analogy model
without knowledge-enriched inputs; 5) KADEmANA and
KADEfull are the same with Table 1.

From the results, we have the following observations:
First, the external knowledge only improves recall a little
bit with precision and F1 decrease on both dataset. This il-
lustrates that the external knowledge may improve the per-
formance by introducing commonsense knowledge but also
incurs noise, which influences the model performance, es-
pecially for a small dataset like Causal-TimeBank. Second,
mean fusion-based analogy such as BERTmANA leads to
substantial gains on both datasets for all metrics, especially
for Causal-TimeBank. This may be related to the charac-
teristic of the Causal-TimeBank, which is very small and
has similarity and commonality between samples. There-
fore, mean analogy can effectively utilize the data and en-
hance the generalizability of model. Third, for intra-sentence
ECI, graph fusion-based analogy performs better than mean
fusion-based analogy.

Effect of Different k
To validate the effect of different k values in kNN lookup
for ECI, we test KADEfull on EventStoryLine with k ∈
{1, 2, 3, 4, 5} while fixing other settings. The results are
summarized in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4. The results show that
when k = 3, KADEfull achieves the best performance for
both datasets, which shows that too small k can hardly learn
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Sentence of target event Sentence of retrieved event Patterns

Strong earthquake jolts southern Iran. Large Riot Breaks Out In Brooklyn During Vigil For Teen Shot 11 
Times By Police.

Retrieved event “Breaks Out” is the synonym of 
target event “jolts”.

On Qeshm island, between half and two-thirds of homes 
in five villages had been damaged, officials said.

The news agency also reported that one of the major hospitals 
on the island , in the village of Jeyhian, was destroyed and the 
village's power lines were cut .

Retrieved event “destroyed” has similar meaning 
with the target event “damaged”.

The fire started when demonstrators hurled Molotov 
cocktail fire bombs at the Bank .

After the tragic death of the three workers made the round of 
Athens, new clashes started to spread in the Greek capital, with a 
large crowd gathered outside the burned bank when Martin's 
boss tried to visit the site.

Retrieved event “started” are the same events with 
the target event, but in different sentences.

Convicted of second-degree murder and assault in the 
first degree , Lopez , 20 , faces a potential sentence of 
life in prison when he is sentenced by Justice Vincent Del 
Giudice .

Prosecutors say Andrew Lopez, 20, an alleged 8 Block gang 
member fired the shots meant for rival gang members from the 
Howard Projects while his brother Jonathan Carrasquillo, 24, 
gave the orders.

Retrieved event  “orders” has similar meanings with 
the target event “sentenced”, which are in different 
sentences.

First came the shooting : an armed teenager killed by 
police officers on a darkened Brooklyn street .

An earthquake measuring at least magnitude-5.9 shook a 
sparsely populated area of southern Iran on Sunday , flattening 
seven villages and killing 10 people, officials said.

Retrieved event “earthquake” has high-level latent 
similarity with target event “shooting”, such  as 
similar sentence structure.

Figure 5: Samples of retrieved events and their corresponding sentence.
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Figure 6: Two-dimensional PCA projection of the causality
event pairs embeddings before and after analogy. The dotted
lines denote embeddings before analogy.

enough analogy information, and too large k could introduce
noise which may deteriorate the performance.

Case Study
We conduct a qualitative study of how the model actually
benefits from analogy by showing what analogy event exam-
ples the kNN really retrieved. A few examples we analyzed
are shown in Fig. 5, from which we can see that kNN lookup
can find related and general event mentions that can help the
model to focus on more general information. For example,
in Fig. 5, the model retrieved ‘earthquake’ with the target
event of ‘shooting’. The information from similar sentence
structure can help the representation expand the information
boundary.

Based our analysis, we classify the retrieved events into
three categories:

• Retrieved events are the same events to the target event,
but in different sentences. In this situation, the refined
event representation incorporates information of another

sentence, which can help the model understand the mean-
ing of event more comprehensively.

• Retrieved events are the events with similar meanings,
which can be in either the same sentence or a different
sentence. This is an analogy to the situation when we
search for the meaning of one word in dictionary, we not
only need to check the meaning of this word, but also the
meaning of similar words.

• Retrieved events are the different events with similar se-
mantics, which can still improve the generalization abil-
ity of the model, especially when the model is evaluated
on unseen data.

To better visualize the effect of analogy, we further per-
form two-dimensional PCA projection for the representation
embeddings of events before and after GCN-based analogy.
As shown in Fig. 6, we can discover that after analogy, the
extent of orthogonality between causality event embedding
pairs have decreased. Also, some arrows tend to be parallel
with other arrows (e.g., the grey arrow and the yellow ar-
row). These observations confirm that after analogy, event
pairs with causal relationships have more common features
than before analogy.

Conclusion
In this paper, we emphasize the importance of both knowl-
edge and analogy in event causality identification task,
which is similar to human intelligence. Motivated by this in-
sight, we propose the KADE framework that exploits both
knowledge from ConceptNet and analogy from kNN re-
trieved similar events. By comparing our KADE model and
its variants to a series of baseline methods, we see that
KADE outperforms existing methods by a large margin,
demonstrating the significant effect of knowledge and anal-
ogy. Our KADE framework is flexible and general: the dif-
ferent components can be easily replaced by other models,
and the idea of making use of both knowledge and analogy
examples can be easily extended to other NLP tasks. In the
future, we plan to explore analogy-based framework on a
wider range of tasks, and utilize global and heterogeneous
graph for better graph fusion.
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